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SERMON XXII.

The Folly and Danger of parting with Christ
for the Pleafures and Profits of Life.

Matthew vili. 2j, to the End.

And when he was entered into a JJ)ip^ his d'lfcipks followed him.

And hehoUU there arofe a great tempeji in the fca^ infomuch that

the JJjip was covered with the waves : But he zvas afeep. And
his difciples came to him^ and awoke him, faying^ Lord^ fave us^

tve periJJj. And he faith unto them ^ Why are ye fearful^ O ve

cf littlefaith? Then he arofe and rebuked the zvlnds and the Jea^
and there was a great calm. But the men marvelled^ f^y^^St
What manner of man is this^ that even the winds and the jea

obey him ! And ivhen he was come to the other fide into the coun*

try of the Gergefenes, there met him tivo pofjcffed with devils^

coming cut of the tombs ^ exceeding fierce^ fo that no man might

pafs by that way. And behold^ they cried out
^ faying^ What hav£

%ue to do with thee, Jefus, thou Son rf GodF Art thou come

hither to torment us before the time ? And there was^ a good

way offfrom them, an herd of many fwine, feeding. So the

devils befought him, faying. If thou caji us out, fuffer us to g»
away into the herd offwine. And he [aid unto them. Go : And
zvhen they were cofne cut, they went into the herd offwine

;

and behold, the whole herd offivine ran violently down a Jieep

•place into the fea, and perijhed in the waters* And they that

kept them, fed and went their ways into the city, and told every

thing ; and what was befallen to the pofjeffed of the devils. And
beheld, the whole city came out to meet Jefus, and zvhen theyfaw
him, they befought him thai he would depart out of their coajls,

IF we were but fenfible of the great neceflity there is, in

this our day, of being real chriftians, fure we fhould not

be contented with being nominal ones; but we arc funk into

I know not what ; we are no better than baptifcd heathens

:

And



[ 320 3

And how amazing is it, that we fhould profefs the name of

Christ, and yet fo little converfe about him ; furely, this

name whereby we are called, fliould he the theme of our dif-

courfe here, and of 6ur eternal Hallelujahs in a vvorW to ccr?i£.

But is it not more amazing, tdconfider, that inftead of the name

of Jesus, whereby we are to have falvation, v/e are taught to

look for it in ourfelves, and that there muft be a fitnefs in us

before God beftows his grace and favour upon us. But what

doiSlrine is this? Not the dodrine of the fcripture, not the

doiilrine of Jesus, not that of the primitive chrilHaas, not that

of the reformation, nor that of the articles of the church of

England: No, it is the dodrine of the devil : this is makii^g

Christ but half a Saviour, and driving man into an error of

the greateft confequence, in making him go to Jesus in his

own ftrength, and not in the name of the Lord Jesus

Christ : But, my brethren, unlefs you go in the ftrength of

Jesus Christ; unlefs you depend only upon him for falva-

tion; unlefs he is your wifdomj righteoufnefs and fan£lifica-

tion, he will never be your redemption. Our falvation is the

free sift of God : it is owinir to his free love, and the free

grace of Jesus Christ, that ever you are faved.

Do not flatter yourfelves of being good enough, becaufe

you are morally fo ; becaufe you go to church, fay the prayers,

and take the facrament, therefore you think no more is re-

quired : alaSj you are deceiving your own fouls ; and if God,

in his free grace and mercy, does not fliew you your error,

it will only be leading you a fofter way to your eternal ruin j

but God forbid that any of you, to whom 1 am now fpeak-

in^, fliould imagine this ; no^ you muft be abafed, and GoD'

muft be exalted, or you will never begin at the right end, you

will never fee Jesus with cornfort or fatisfadion, unlefs you

oo to him only on the account of what he has done and

luffered.

Is it not plain to a demonftration, that we are ading the

part of the GergcfeneSy who came and defired Jesus to depart

from them : Let us confider the words, and then we fliali ftc

how exa^ly we are performing the part oi thefe men ovzt

again.

And when he was entered into a Jlnp hh dljciplesfolkivcd him*

Christ
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Christ had been working of many miracles, as we may
read a few verfcs before; and as he continually went about

doing good, fo now he was going to the country of the Ger~

gefenes to difpoffefs two, who were pofTefTed with devils; and

his difciples followed him : No doubt they were reproached

and pointed at, for following fuch a babbler, as the Scri'nes

and Pharifees efteemed the Lord Jesus Christ : Doubtlefs

they were pointed at, jeered, fcofFed, and efteemed madmen^
cnthufiails, and a parcel of rabble ; but dill they followed the

Lord Jesus Christ, they did not mind a little reproach ; no,

they loved their Mafter too well to forbear following him for

the fake of a little perfecution. And if you do but love the

Lord Jesus Christ, love him above all, you will follow

him in fpight of the malice of all the Scribes and Pharifees of

this generation.

And behold there arofe a great tempejl en the Jea.

The prefence of Christ in the fliip, did not preferve the

difciples from fears and troubles; they were filled with uneafi-

nefs, although Christ was with them : this was only for a

trial of their faith, to fee if they would (land fad for the Lord
in a perfecuting time. My dear brethren, if the Lord is try-

ing of you, do not give out ; no, {land faft in all that the Lord
may call you to fufFer : It is eafy to follow Christ when all

things are fafe : but your love to Jesus Christ would be

feen more, if you muft lofe your lives, or deny your Jesus ;

it would be a trial of your love, when fire and faggot was be-

fore you, if you would rufh into that, rather than flie from the

truth as it is in Jesus. Though all things are calm now, the

ftorm is gathering, and by and by it will break; it is at prc-

fent no bigger than a man's hand ; but when it is full it will

break, and then you will fee whether you are found chiifiians

or not. Perfecution would fcattcr th.e hypocrites, and make

nominal chriftians afraid to worfhip God ; they would then

foon turn unto the world and the things of it.

And his difciples came to him^ and awoke hi?n^
fi)"''-Si

Lord,

fave us^ we periJh, And he faith unto them^ JVhy arc ye fcarjuly

O ye of little faith ? Then he arofe and rebuked the zvinds and the

fea, and there %vas a great culm. But the men niarvcllcd, faying^

Vol. V. X ii%,t

4B.
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U'hat manner of man is thi$^ that even the winds and ihe fea obey

him /

Here we may fee the great compaflion of the Lord Jesus

Christ; no fooner had the difciples awakened him, and he

jaw their danger, but he rebuked the winds and feas, and all

things were calm : Thus it was in a natural way, and will

be fo in a fpiritual one; for no fooner does Jesus Christ

fpeak peace to a troubled foul, but all is calm and quiet: Now
none but God could have performed this great miracle, and

therefore it is no wonder that his difciples and the men of

the (hip were amazed to fee the wonders he performed ; and

they could not forbear to exprefs their fenfe thereof, by in-

quiring, *' What manner of man is this !"

And when the Lord has brought you out of trouble, you

will be amazed at the gracious dealings of the Lord with

you, and wonder that he would fo eafily remove your troubles

from you, when you have deferved nothing but wrath and

deftru6lion, and to be puniftied to all eternity.

And ivhsn he zvas come to the otherfide into the country of the

Gergefenes, there met him two pcjfejpd with devils^ coming out of

ihe tombs^ exceeding fierce^ fo that no man might pafs by that way.

And behold^ they cried out^ f^yi^gt What have we to da with thee^

Jesus, thou Son of God ^ Art thou come hither to torment us before

ihe time f

Two men, who were pofTefTed bodily with that evil one who
is going about feeking whom he may devour, met Jesus ;

as foon as they faw him they were afraid, and creid out

:

though they made every one afraid of them, yet they no

fooner faw Christ, but their power left them, and they

cried out, ** What have we to do with thee, Jesus, thou

Son of God ?" We know that thou art God ; we do not

want thee, we have no power over thee, but thou haft over us,

and we fear thou art come to torment us before our time; we
know that we are to be brought to judgment, arKi therefore

we would not be tormented until that time come.

And there was, a good way offfro?n them^ a herd of manyfwim
feeding. So the devils hefought him^ f^yii^-g-x Jf ihou cajl us outy

fttjfer us to ^0 into ihe herd offivi?:e.

The
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The evil fplrlts were fenfible that Christ was come to

difpoflcfs them, and that their time was now come, when they

hi lift leave the bodies of thcfc two men j for when Christ
comes, who is ftronger than the ftrong man armed, all muft
fall before him ; they could not ftand againft the power of

Christ : And here we may obferve, that though the devil is

an enemy, yet he is a chained one; he cannot hurt a poor

fwine until he has power given him from above : and we may
likewife fee the malice of the devil, that he would hurt a poor

fwine rather than do no mifchief ; and the devil wouid, if in

his power, deftroy each of your fouls, but Christ, by his

mighty power, prevents him.

And he [aid unto thcm^ Go : And when they were come out^ they

went into the herd of fwine ; a7id behrJd^ th-e whole herd offwv.e
ran violently down a Jleep place into the fea^ and perifjcd in the

waters. And tlify that kept the?n fled^ and went their ways into the

tlty^ and told every things and what was befallen to the poffcjfed

of the devils* And behold^ the vjhole city came out to ?neet Jesus,

and when they faw him^ they befought him that he would depart

out of their coajls.

Here obferve, that no foonex had Christ given the devils

permiflion to enter the fwine, but they did, and their malice

Was fo great, that the fwine ran violently down a fteep place

into the fea, and were drowned.

What poor fpite was here, that the devil {hould difturb poor

fwine ! And the city, therefore, was fo grieved for the lofs of

a little wealth, that they came and befought GnnisT to de-

part ; they did not want his company; they preferred a fevvr

poor fwine before the company of Christ; a {Q.\f^ worldly

goods, a little pleafure, or any thing rather than Christ, part

with Christ before any thing ; but one, who is fenfible of

the love of Christ, will part with all, rather than with the

Lord Jesus Christ.

Thus far the letter of the ftory goes
; perhaps you think

there is nothing to be learned herefrom, and that this is all

you are to underftand by it ; but if {o^ my brethren, you are

much miftaken ; for here is an ejccellent leflbn to be learned,

and that you will fee, by confidering the words again, in a

fpiritual lenfe.

X 2 And
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And behold^ there arofe a great tempeji In the fea^ infomuch thai

the Jh'ip was covered with the waves : but he ivas ajleep.

And do not you frequently experience great tempefts in this

world ? does not the fea of temptation beat over your fouls ?

you are afraid left you (hould be overcome by them ; you cart

lee no way to efcape, for your fouls are covered with waves,

and you expect: to be fvi^allowed up in the tempeft; you arc

afraid left you fhould fall into the hands of the evil one. O
do not fear, for Jesus Christ, though he may be afleep to

your thinking, yet will keep you, he will preferve you from

the raging of the men, of the Pharifees of this world ; they

may rage and fpit forth all their venom againft you, ftiil

Christ will deliver,. preferve and protect you; if you but

feek unto him in a fenfe of your own helplefsnefs and unvi'or-

thinefs, you will foon find he is a God ready to pardon and

forgive. O that all that hear me would be perfuaded to bow

their knee, and their hearts, as foon as they.go home ; but

alas, how many of our chriftians go to God, day by day, and

call him. Father, which is but mocking of God, when the

devil is their father : None have a right to call him father,

but thofe who have received the fpirit of adoption, whereby

they have a right to call him, " Abba, Father." Could the

brute beafts fpeak, they might call God father as well as fome

of vou ; for he is their Creator to whom they owe their being;

but this will not entitle you to call God father, in a fpiritual

fenfe ; no, you muft be born again of GoD ; however you

may flatter yourfelves, you muft have an inward principle

wrought in your hearts by faith. This you muft experience,

this, this you muft feel before you are chriftians indeed.

The Lord Jesus Christ takes notice of each of you:

you may think the Lord does not take notice of us, becaufe

we are in a field, and out of church walls; but he does ob-

ferve with what viev^^ you came this evening to hear his word ;

he knows whether it was to fatisfy your curiofity, or to find

out wherewith you might ridicule the preacher. The thoughts

and intentions of all your hearts are not hidden from Jesus

Christ ; though he may feem to be afleep, becaufe you are,

at prefent, infenfible of his workings upon your heart, and he

may not feem to take notice of you, and regard you, no more

than he did the Syrophcenician woman ; yet he will turn to

you
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you and behold you with love; the Lord will be mindful of

you in due time, and fpeak peace to your troubled foul, though

the fea of troubles is beating over you, though the Pharifecs of

this day are fcoffing at you, yet, when Christ rebukes, then

they Ihall ceafe.

Do not depend on yourfelf : fay unto him, " Save us, Lord,
or we periOi :" befeech him to be your guide, and your fal-

vation : I befeech you, by the tender mercies of God, which

are in Christ Jesus, that you prefcnt yourfelves to him,

as your reafonable fervice.

Awake, you that deep, and arife from the dead, from the

death of fin, and Christ then will give you the light of his

righteoufnefs. Come to Christ and you (hall be welcome ;

O come unto this bleficd Jesus, come notwithftanding your

vilenefs ; for if you come not you will perifh : If Christ
does not fave you, your own good meaning, your own good in-

tentions cannot ; no, as you are in your blood, fo you muft

perifh in your blood ; but if you come to Christ you will

find mercy, you fhall not perifh. You cannot find falvation in

any other but in Christ ; if the difciples could have faved

themfelves, they would not have awoken Jesus Christ ; but

they were fenfible that no one could fave them but him ; and

therefore they cried out unto him ; and fo you, who are

under the fenfe of fin, who are in fear of hell, if you feelc

unto your own works, you only feek your own death ; for

there is no fitnefs in you. I fpeak the truth in Christ

Jesus, I lie not, there is no fitnefs in you, but a fitnefs for

eternal damnation ; for what are you by nature, but children

of wrath, and your hearts are Satan's garrifon. Becaufe you

have gone to church, faid the prayers, gone to the facra-

ment, and done no one any harm, you fpeak peace to your

fouls ; and all is in peace you think, and your cafe is good

enough ; but indeed, all is a falfe peace, and if you have no

other peace than this, you miAl: fhortly lie down in everlafting

flames J this is an ungrounded, felf created peace, and if

you truft to this peace you will perifh.

But do as the difciples did when they were in diftrefs ;

they go to Christ and fay to him, " Lord, fave us, we

perifh." I ofl^er you falvation this day ; the door of mercy is

not yet {hut, there does yet remain a facrificc for fin, for all

X 3
that
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that v;ill accept of the Lord Jesus Christ ; he only knows

the inmoft thoughts of thy heart, he will embrace you in the

arms of his love ; he fees the flrft rifings of grace in you, and

would willingly encourage it : the angels long for your be-

ing in the love and favour of God j they will rejoice to fee

you turn from fm unto him. All the minifters of the blefled

Jesus would be glad to be inftruments to turn you from

dark^jcfs to light, and from the power of Satan unto God.

Jnd he faith to them^ why are ye fearful^ Q ye of little falih ?

And fo, my brethren, I may fay to you ; why are yoij

fearful to leave your fins and turn to God ? Q turn to him,

turn in a fenfe of your own unworthinefs ; tell him how

polluted you are, how vile^ and be not faithlefs, but believe ;

do not go in your own firength, and then you need not fear-

Why fear ye that the Lord Jesus Christ will not accept

of you ? your fms will be no hindrance, your unworthinefs

vill be no hindrance 3 if your own corrupt hearts do not keep

you back, or if your own good works do not hinder you from

coming, nothing will hinder Christ from receiving of you :

he loves to fee poor fmners coming to him, he is pleafed to

fee them lie at his feet pleading his promifes : and if you

thus come to Chuist, he will not fend you away without

his Spirit ; no, but will receive and blefs you.

O do not put a flight on infinite love : what would you

have Christ do more ? Is it not enough for him to come

on purpofe to fave ? Will you not ferve God in your fouls,

as well as with your bodies I If not, you are only deceiving

yourfelves, and mocking of God j he muft have the heart.

O ye of little faith, why are ye fearful led he {hould not

accept of you? If you will not believe me, fure you will be-

lieve the Lord Jesus Christ ; he has told thee that he

will receive you : then why tarry ye, and do not go to him

dire<5ijy ? Docs he d«:;fire impoHibilities ? It is only, '' Give

nie thy^ heart :" or, does he want your heart only for the

fame end as the devil does, to make you miferable ? no, he

only wants you to believe on him, that you might be faved,

Thjs, thiii, is all the dear Saviour defires, to make you happy,

that you may leave your fms, to fit down eternally with him,

ai the marriage fupper of the Lamb.
*

Then
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Then he arofe and rebuked the winds and the fea^ and there ivas

a great calm.

Thus, you fee, it was only in the power of Christ to

flop the raging of the fea ; he rebuked it : the difciples might

have fpoken for ever, and it would not have ceafcd : To ic is

with the word preached ; I may preach to you while I live

;

I may fpcak till I can fpeak no more ; but the do6lrincs of

Christ will never do you good, unlefs he imprefs them upon

your hearts : O then, in all thy troubles look up to Christ,
that he may rebuke them ; and if he fpeaks the word, then

they fhall ceafe. If the Pharifees of this generation fcofF and

jeer you, if they fay all manner of evil againft you, do not

anfwer them ; leave it unto Christ to rebuke them ; for all

you can fay will be of no more fignification, than the dif-

ciples fpeaking to the fea ; but when Christ fpeaks the

word, then they fhall ceafe ; let it not difcourage you, for

if you will live godly in Christ Jesus, you muft fufFer pcr-

fecution.

It is true, that thofe who are fmcerely good, are fet w.p

for marks for every one to fhoot at. There is a continual

enmity between the feed of the woman and the feed of the fcr-

pent
J if you were of the world, the world would love its

own ; but becaufe Christ hath chofen you out of ihc world,

therefore it hateth you.

Do not think of following Christ into glory, unlefs you

go through the prefs here. Look forward, my brethren, into

eternity, and behold Christ coming, and his reward with

him, to give a kind recompence for all the temptations and

difficulties of this prefent life.

But the men marvelled^ fay'^^gt J^hat manner of man is thh^

that even the winds and the feas obey him !

The men of the (hip were amazed to fee the miracle that

Jesus Christ wrought only by his v/ord ; they thought he

was fomething more than a man. And have not we as much

reafon to admire, that when we are overwhelmed with

troubles, from within and without, that Jf.sus Christ,

only by the word of his power, fliouki Ip ^ik peace, and then

there is pence indeed. When (lOD firll a>A'akens us with a

fen'x- of iin, and Cct^ lii^ terror?; in array Dgninll u^, then there

7.:2 iroubles and teinp'rflsj for S^tan havifig got pofi'^-di'^n,

X 4 bwfore
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before he will give place, he will fight and drive hard to keep

the foul from clofing with Jesus : But when Christ comes,

he ftorms the heart, he breaks the peace, he giveth it moft

terrible alarms of judgment and hell, he fets all in a com-
buftion of fear and forrow, 'till he hath forced it to yield to

his mere mercy, and take him for its governor j then Satan

is caft out ; then the ftorm is rebuked, and he eftabliflies a

firm and lafting peace.

Can the fea be ftill while the wind is raging ? no, it is im-

poffible : fo it is that there can be no peace in the foul, while

it is at enmity with Christ j indeed, it may flatter itfelf

and fpeak peace, but there can be no true peace : tho* thou,

O Pnarifee, may harden and fortify thy heart againft fear,

grief, and trouble, yet, as fure as God is true, they will

batter down thy proud and fortified fpirit, and feize upon it,

and drive thee to amazement. This will be done here, or

hereafter; here in mercy, or hereafter in v/rath and judg-

ment.

O my brethren, confider what Christ hath done, and

you will be aftonifhed that he has done fo much for fuch

wicked wretches as you and I are. If you are eafy under

the florm and tempeft of fin, and do not cry to Christ for

falvation, thou art in a dangerous condition : and it is a

wonder to confider, how a man that is not fure of having

made his peace with God, can eat, or drink, or live in peace;

that thou art not afraid, when thou lieft down, that thou

(hoLild'il awake in hell : but if Christ fpeak peace unto thy

foul, who can then fpeak trouble ? None ; no, not men or

devils : Therefore, lie down at the feet of Christ whom
you have refifted, and fay. Lord, what wouldft thou have

|Tie to do ? and he will rebuke the winds and feas of thy

troubled mind, and all things will be calm.

Jnd ivhen he was come to the other fide into the country of the

Gergefenes, there met him two pofi'tfied with devils^ coining out

of the tombs ^ exceeding fierce^ fo that no man might pafs by that

tvay.

The Lord Jesus Christ, who went about doing good

continually, veiy .veil knew, 'hat he fliould meet two poor

fiicn in this country of the Gergefenes^ who were poflefled with

devils I



[ 3^9 ]

devils ; and Jesus Christ went on purpofe that way, that

he might relieve them. The devil, where he has the power,

never wants will : but as I faid before, To I fay aoaln, though
the devil is an enemy, yet he is a chained one; he could

not deftroy thefe two poor men, he could not hurt the people

that pafTed that way, he could only terrify them : and thus it

is with you ; the devil tries his utmoft (kill and power to

frighten you from coming to the Lord Jesus Christ ; he

ufes the utmoft of his endeavours to keep poor ficlc and

weary fmners from coming to Jesus ; if he can but make
you lofe your fouls, it is the end he aims at.

And how many fouls does he keep from Christ, for fear

of reproach? Many thoufands would willingly fee Christ
in his glory, in the world to come, and would be happy with

him there, but they are afraid of being now laughed at, and of

hearing the pharifees fay, here is another of his followers

:

they are afraid of lofing their worldly bufmefs, or of being

counted methodiftically mad and fit for bedlam. I doubt

not but many are kept from Jesus Christ, for fear of a

little hurt or inconveniency.

What will fuch fay, when the Lord Jesus Christ fliall

appear in his glory ? Would you be glad to be confefled

by him then, you muft now not be afhamed of confefling

him before men : let not the fiercenefs of the devil keep yoii

back from Christ, for fear of being counted fools ; for the

time will come, when it will be found who are truly wife,

and who are truly mad.

Are you afraid to ftand up for the caufe of Christ in the

world ? Dare not you be fingularly good ? Are you afraid

of being members of Jesus Christ? I tell you, fuch per-

fons would crucify him afrefh were he in the world. But do

not you, my brethren, fo learn Christ ; let not the temp-

tations of the devil keep you from oming to the Lord Jesus

Christ ; he may be fierce, he may hurry you from place to

place, but ftrive with him, fo thar he may not drive you

from Christ ; and if you feek unto Christ, he will fo help

you that you (hall refift the devil, and then he will fly from

you ; Christ wii) dii[.vjfrefs him, be not afraid therefore

to meet Jesus Christ 3 tell him all that your fouls want,

and



and he will give it to you ; and you (hall not be any longer

troubled with the fierce outrages of the devil.

And they cried outy faying^ what have we to do with thee^

Jesus, thou, Son of God I Art thou come to torTueut us before th:

time ?

As foon as the devils obferved J^sus coniing near, then

they were afraid, left he was come to punifti them before that

day of accounts, when all muft be brought to judgment.

The devils themfelves are enough to convince all our polite

Arians and Socinians. They here own the Lord Jesus

Christ to be God blefTed for ever; they feel his power,

and are afTured of his being the God who muft condemn them

at the great day of accounts ; and they were afraid left the

Lord Jesus Christ was come to punifti them now. But

though the devils believe the divinity of Christ, yet the

world fwarms with Arians and Socinians.

The Arians make Christ no more than a titular God, a

fubordinate deity, one who was more than man, and yet lefs

than God ; that he was a prophet fent from God they own,

but deny him to be equal with the Father. But I hope, my

brethren, he is to you, what our creed makes him, God of

GoD, very God of very God, co-eternal and confubftantial

with the Father ; that as there was not a moment of time in

which God the Father was not, fo there is not a moment of

time in which God the Son was not. For he fays himfelf,

" All things were made by him ;" and if they u^ere made by

him, he muft be God ; and w^hoever reads but the word of

God, will find divine homage is paid to him, '* and th2.t

he thought it no robbery to be equal with God ;" he is " the

Alpha and Omega.'* Thefe and a great many more places

mieht be brought to prove the divinity of the Lord Jesus

Christ ; he could never have made fatisfa6lion for our fins

if he had not been Gop as well as Man. As Man he fuffered ;

as God he fatisfied \ fo was God and man in one perfon ;

he took our nature upon him, and was offered upon the crofs

for the fins of all thofe who come unto him, which if he had

not been God he could never have fatisfied for. It may be

proved, even to a demonftration, that the Lord Jesus

Christ is God, and that he is equal with the Father.

The
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The Socinians do not go fo far as the others ; they look 05
Christ to be no more than a good man, who told the people

their duty, and died in defence of the do6lrincs which he de-

livered unto them.

But I hope there are none fuch here, that have fo low and
diflionourable thoughts of the blefled Jesus, and that thus

defpife the divinity of the Lord who bought theai. No, 1

hope better things of you, and things that accompany falvation.

Think you, that any one who denies the deity of Christ can

ever be faved by him, living and dying in that ftate ? Surely,

the time will come, when they who have denied his Deity,

fhall feel the power of it hereafter; they fliall feel that he is

God as well as man ; then he will be owned as God by all

thofc who now dare to deny his truths ; but Gqd forbid it

ihould go undetermined till then ! Woe unto the polite in-

fidels of this generation, for the devils will rife up in judg-

ment againft them.

If any fuch are here, confider what you arc doing of, be-

fore it is too late ; return, return ye unto the Lord, and

he will hare mercy upon you, and to Jesus Christ, and he

will abundantly pardon. O my friends, let me befeech you

to confider what you are abqut, left you fall into hell, and

there be none to deliver you.

And the devih hcfought him^ faying^ If thou taj} ui oiit^ fiffcr

us to go away into the herd offiuine. And he [aid unto them^ Go :

And when they were come out^ they went into the herd of jiuine ;

and beholdy the vjhole herd offwine ran violently down a Jisep

place into the fee, ^ and perifoed in the luaters.

Here we may fee, that no fooner had the devil power, but

he puts it into execution ; thus, if the devil has but power to

tempt, or to hurry a foul, O how grievous a tyrant he is,

hurrying from one temptation to another, from one fm unto

another, and would, if it were poffible, hurry you all into

hell with as much violence, as he did the poor fwine into the

fea ; but Chrjst by his grace prevents it. Jesus Christ
died for fouls, and therefore the devil cannot do with them as

he will ; he may have the will, but he cannot get the power.

It is plain, that when the devil himfdf, or periecuting men,

get the power, they will harrafs the poor chriltians ; every

thiri'^
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thing is too good for them, and they are not worthy to be fet

with the dogs of the flock. My brethren, how joyful would

many be, if the laws of our land would permit them to de-

ilroy us ; how would the Pharifees hurry us to prifon and to

death ; but, blefled be God, he does not fay to them, as

to the devil, " Go :" No, he bids them flay, he hedges

their way up with thorns that they cannot flir to hurt us;

they would fain, but they dare not deftroy us ; nothing with«

holds them but the power of the blefied Jesus. And there-

fore, be not afraid of their wrath though it is cruel, and of

their angtr though it be fierce: let them {hoot their arrows,

even bitter word.s, ^gainft us, blefied be God, the fhield of

faith will be a prcfervative againft them all.

And when you are thus preferved, it will be the occafion

of joy in the Holy Ghoft ; though many look on the joy of

the Holy Ghoft as enthufiafm and madnefs, and fay that

there is no fuch thing ; but well do I know there is, it car-

ries its own evidence along with i.. Plead therefore with

God, in the name of Jesus Christ ; continue to wreftle

with him, until he beftows the blefling upon you, and gives

you a feeling of that joy which the world intermeddles not

with, and which they are ftrangers to : indeed the devil may
ilir up his agents to hurry us from one trouble to another;

but It will not fignify, for the Lord Jesus Christ will

not fufFer him to hurry us into hell ; no, but will give us

his Spirit, which will be a prcfervative againft all the af-

faults of the devil. Now fee what followed this miracle,

which Jesus had wrought, by permitting the devil to ente^

into the herd of fwine.

And they that kept them jiedy and went their ways into the city^

mid told every thing ; and what was befallen to the pojfejfed of the

devils.

The people were fo amazed to fee the power that Christ
had, and the malice with which the devil was pofTeiTed, that

they were afraid, and told all that had befallen the poffefTed

of the devils : and fo, when the fpirit of God has been at

wotk on your fouls, and you are brought to feel the power

of God upon your hearts, you will be fo overjoyed that you

will tell to every one what great things God has done for

5 your
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your fouls; you will be (o full of joy, that you will de-
clare the whole working of God on your hearts, and you
will declare how you have been enabled to overcome Satan

and how you were affected at fuch a fcrmon, in fuch a place

and at fuch a time.

You will then love to talk of Jesus ; no converfation will

be fo pleafing as that of the Lord Jesus Christ ; no,

he will be altogether lovely unto you, when you have once
tailed of his love, and felt the power of his grace upon your
hearts.

j^nd behold, the whole city came cut to meet ]?.s\JS, and when
they faw him, they he/ought him that he would depart out of their

coojis.

The whole city came to meet Jesus, not to worfhip, nor

to thank him for the releafmg of the two poor men who were
poflefled ; no, but to befeech him to go from them ; they

valued their fwine more_:han the Lord Jesus Christ, and
had rather part from /nm, than them : and have we not

among us, thoufands who call themfelves chriflians, who had
rather part with Christ than their pleafures ? A play, a ball,

or an aflembly is far more agreeable to them than the com-
pany and prefence of the Lord Jesus Christ : if they can

but indulge their fenfual appetite, pleafe and pamper their

bellies, fatisfy the luft of the eye, the lufb of the flefli, and

the pride of life, they regard no more, but reft contented, as

if they were to live here always. O my dear brethren, I

hope none of you can reft contented with fuch proceed-

ings as thefe, but that you like the company of the Lord
Jesus too well to part with him for a few delights of this

life : and are there not many, who part with Christ for

their own good works, and thlftk they can go to heaven, if

they do but go to church and fay their prayers and take the

facrament ? but alas ! they will be much deceived, for if they

reft in any thing fhort of the Lf-RD Jesus, if they do not

make him the chief corner-ftone, they will fall infinitely fliort

of what they flattered themfelves to attain unto.

I would fpeak a few words to you before I part from you

this evening, by v/a/ of application. Let me befeech you

to come to Jesus Christ \ I invite you all to come to him

and
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and receive him as your Lord and Saviour ; he Is ready to

receive you : if you arc afraid to go becaufe you are in a loft

condition, he came to fave fuch ; and to fuch as were weary

and heavy laden, fuch as feel the weight and burden of their

fins, he has promifed he will give reft : fuch as feel the

weight and burden of their iins on their fouls, a burden too

heavy for them to bear, are weary of it, and know not how
to obtain deliverance of it, in the name of my Lord and

mafter, I invite you to come to him, that you may find reft

for your fouls.

If you will but come unto him he will not reproach you, as

juftly he might; he will not refledl upon you for not corning

fooner unto him ; no, my dear brethren, he will rejoice and

be glad, and will fay unto you, " Son, daughter, be of good

cheer, your fins are forgiven you :*' thefe words he faid to

others ; and if you will but come unto him, by faith in Kis

blood, he is ready to fay the fame unto you now, as he did

to them formerly, for " he is the Js.'ne to-day, yefterday and

for ever :" thoucrh he fufFered on the crofs feventeen hundredo
years ago, yet he is the fame in goodnefs and power as ever

he was.

He calls you, by his minifters; O come unto him, beg of

him to break your ftubborn hearts, that you may be willing

to be brought to him in his own way, to be made poor in

fpirit, and entitled to an inheritance among them that are

fanctified,

O come and drink of the water of life ; you may buy with-

out money and without price ; he is labouring to bring you

back from fin, and from Satan unto himfelf : open the door

of your hearts, and the King of glory fhall enter in.

But if you are ftrangers to this dodrine, and account it

foolifhnefs ; or, if you think you have enough of your own
to recommend you to the favour of God, however you may

go to church, or receive the facrament, you have no true

love to the Lord Jesus Christ ; you are ftrangers to the

truth of grace in your hearts, and are unacquainted with the

new-birth ; you do not know what it is to have your natures

changed ; and 'till you do experience thefe things, you never

can enter into the kingdom of God.
What
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What (liall I fay, my brethren, unto you ? My heart Is

full, it is quite full, and I muft fpeak, or I fhall burft.

What, do you think your fouls of no value ? do you efteem

theni as not worth faving ? Are your plcafures worth more
than your fouls ? Had you rather regard the divcrfions of

this life, than the falvation of your fouls ? If fo, you will

never be partakers with him in glory ; but if you come unto

him, he will give you a new nature, fupply you with his

grace here, and bring you to glory hereafter ; and there you
may fing praifes and hallelujahs to the Lamb for ever.

And may this be the happy end of all who hear me ! may
the Lord guide you by his counfel, until he comes to fetch

you to heaven, and make you partakers of his glory !

May he direft you in his ways, and lead you in thofe paths

which lead to everlafting life ! May you be holy here, and

happy hereafter : may your lives anfwer the profeiTion you
make, that we may all be found at the right hand of the

Lord Jesus Christ^ vhen he fhall come to judge the world

according to our works, whether they be good or evil ! and

that we then may be prefented faultlcfs before the prefence

of his glory with exceeding joy, God oi his infinite mercy

grant, ^q.

SERMON


